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Please visit us @www.garychamber.com and catch a lifeline... 

Lifeline 

“Connecting Businesses to Customers” 

    The annual World Civility Day celebration gets better every year and the 7th 
year was no different, just bigger! Students, businesses and organizations from 
all walks of life took part in the day long festivities in Merrillville. The Civility 
Workshops at the Dean and Barbara White Community Center and Community 
Civility Counts Awards Dinner at Avalon Manor.  
    The day began with workshop presenters led by Sunny Lu Williams, president 
of TechServ Corporation of Indianapolis and included: Dennis Walton, pastor of 
Faith Temple of Christ Church—Gary/Merrillville; Cynthia Spencer, social work-
er with The Methodist Hospitals; Katrina Terry of Lionfish CyberSecurity, Indi-
anapolis; and keynote speaker Cordell Carter II of the Aspen Institute, Washing-
ton, DC.   
     The evening Community Civility Counts Awards Dinner at Avalon Manor rec-
ognized individuals who have demonstrated random acts of Civility with The 
Civility Champion Awards: Dennis Walton, Pastor Faith Temple of Christ Church; John Wilkening, Notre Dame FCU; Cynthia 
Spencer, The Methodist Hospitals; Robert Szoke, Pastor Impact Christin Church; Andrew Holmes, Lock It Down; Jeffrey Ed-
wards, Gary Community Partnership Corp.; LaJuan Clemons, Family Life Community Center; Talisa Rogers-Hall, United Way of 
NWI; Gregory L. Wilson, Indiana Civil Rights Commission and Aaliyah Stewart, The ASW Foundation.  The Awards Dinner wel-
comed 3 distinguished guest speakers: Michael Huff, Chicago White Sox; Bob Jordan, WGN-TV Chicago News Journalist and 
Robert Woodson, The Woodson Center.  
    We would like to thank our vendors, Gary high school students and especially our event sponsors. Save the Date in April 2024 
for  to the 8th annual World Civility Day celebration.  

 A FORTUNE 500 COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FIRM 
                    TO ADDRESS CHAMBER MAY LUNCHEON 

 

focuses on providing integrated transactions services to clients in the Chicago market and globally. Mr. Deutscher, 
a lifetime resident of Northwest Indiana, focuses on attracting new businesses and residents to Northern Indiana 
by promoting the real estate to serve their needs.  
 
 

The meeting/luncheon is open to all interested parties. The cost is $25 per person. 
 

*  Reservations must be paid in advance   *    
We now accept American Express, Master Card and Visa Credit and Debit cards 

 

World Civility Day Celebration a Huge Success in Northwest Indiana 

   Join us on Monday, May 8, 2023 at 12 
Noon, at the Hard Rock Casino’s Council Oak Steak-
house, 5400 W. 29th Avenue, Gary, as we welcome mem-
bers of CBRE, Inc., the world’s largest commercial real 
estate services firm and a Fortune 500 company. Speak-
ers will include Anne Rahm, Peter Livaditis, and Chris 
Deutscher. 
 

  Ms. Rahm provides strategic planning, development and 
brokerage services to government entities and education-
al institutions nationwide. Mr. Livaditis leads a team that  

 



Gary Chamber of Commerce Activities 

May 2 PRIMARY ELEACTION DAY—EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT AND VOTE! 
May 8 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON  12:00 Noon  
May 17 Economic/Business Development Committee Meeting   9:00 a.m.    
May 22 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING            11:30 a.m.    
May 26 Education Committee Meeting     11:30 a.m. 

May 29 MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVED—CHAMBER OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Member Activities—Additional Announcements & Flyers Attached   
 

►Celebrate! Each year between May 4 and June 4, Returning Youth Initiative celebrates National Returning 
Youth Month. It brings awareness to young adults transitioning into society after incarceration (see flyer).  

►It’s National Small Business Week, and Allies for Community Business (A4CB) is celebrating the meaningful 
contributions that small business owners make in our communities (see flyer).  

►Methodist Hospitals Foundation announced a gift received for The Methodist Hospitals from U.S. Steel Corpo-
ration for their 100 years of service to Northwest Indiana in the amount of a $100 Thousand gift.  

►May 3-13, 2023—Urban League of NWI  is assisting small businesses in the City of Gary that  apply for the Small 
Business Grant, 3101 Broadway, Gary. Call 219-887-9621 or 219-980-2093 for appointments (see flyer).  
 

►May 9, 2023—DWEST Association Advisors, LLC will host a Blessed Breakfast Symposium Conference for all 
Clergy is Northwest Indiana, 11:30 am—1:30 pm, at Tree of Life, 7105 Hohman Ave., Hammond. Register on Event-
brite, https://www.eventbrite.com/e/blessed-breakfast-symposium-conference-in-tickets-616532785157 (see flyer). 
 

►May 13, 2023—Gary Community Partnership invites you to their 1st annual Gala Fundraiser that benefits their 
Youth Empowerment Programming. Join them at Cloister in the Woods Banquet Facility, 1101 Park Drive, Mun-
ster, 6-10:00 p.m. For additional information call (219) 427-2421 (see flyer). 
 

►Clean, safe drinking water is critical in our daily lives, said Matt Prine, president of Indiana American Water Co. 
in collaboration with the American Water Charitable Foundation a donation of $50,000 was given for the relief ef-
forts of some Indiana communities that have been impacted by the devastating storms and tornadoes that it serves.   

►May 17, 2023– Urban League of NWI hosts a Diversity & Inclusion Symposium, 8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m., Valparai-
so University Harre Union, 1509 Chapel Drive, Valparaiso. Call 219-887-9621 for additional information.  
 

►May 18, 2023—Big Shoulders Fund, Inc. invites you to a Business After Hours, 5:30-7:30 pm, White Lodging 
School of Hospitality and Tourism Management, Purdue University NW, 2300 173rd St., Hammond. Register on 
Eventbrite or call the Chamber office 219.885.7407 (see flyer). 

►Gary Chamber of Commerce Ambassador/Special Events Committee is looking for outstanding volunteers to 
work with Chairwoman Adrian Wells on special events celebrations such as Open Houses, Ribbon Cutting, Business 
After Hours, etc. Call the Chamber office 219-885-7407 to sign-up today.  

                                       BUSINESS AFTER HOURS 
    WHAT’S UP CHUCK?                      To Schedule Your BAH Call Jan (219) 885-7407 

 Another fabulous World Civility Day 
event in the books! We have managed 
to have other parties potentially com-
mitting themselves and their organiza-
tions to this very worthwhile event. We 
are most appreciative though of the 
many Chamber members and associ-
ates right here in Northwest Indiana 
who are the glue that binds everything 
together. As we continue to welcome 
people to the region take immense 

pride in your role. Let’s make our next World Civility 
Day 8 ……… GREAT! 

 

The Gary Chamber of Commerce ‘s Annual Membership Meeting and Luncheon —June 12, 2023 

The month of March BAH 

showcased Paul Dawning, 

State Farm Insurance, 5001 

Cleveland St., Gary.  
 

OUTSTANDING! 

 

GARY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - UP COMING ACTIVITIES  - Mark Your Calendar!    

 







PATH is excited to announce the release of Mental Health America's highly anticipated 2023 
May is Mental Health Month toolkit! 
  
Their theme this year is Look Around, Look Within.  As humans, our overall health is significant-
ly impacted by our natural and built environment. The places we live, work, play, and congre-
gate all have a powerful influence on our well-being, and it's important to consider their effects 
on our mental health. Join us in taking a Look Around, Look Within with the free 2023 May is 
Mental Health Month toolkit. 
  
The toolkit provides practical resources on how to support your mental health and the health 
of those in your community. Through fact sheets, worksheets, sample communications materi-
als, and sample social media, the following topics will be covered: 
  
• What is a mentally healthy and safe space? 
• How can I change my surroundings to support my mental health? 
• What if I can’t control or change something unhealthy about my surroundings? 
  
Since 1949, Mental Health America and it's affiliates across the country have observed May as 

Mental Health Month by reaching out to millions of people through the media, local events, 

and screenings. Please join us in this effort by calling PATH, Inc. (219) 254-2678 to obtain a 

toolkit and taking the first step toward improving your mental health and the health of those in 

your community. 

 




















