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Please visit us @www.garychamber.com and catch a lifeline... 

Lifeline 

“Connecting Businesses to Custom-

The Gary Chamber of Commerce will hold its Monthly General Membership Meeting/Luncheon on Monday, 
February 12, 2024, 12:00 Noon at The Chateau Banquets, 530 W. 61st Avenue, Merrillville, IN. Join the 
Chamber as we welcome Gary-native writer and educator Vernon A. Williams. Communication and  
Community Engagement Strategist for IUPUI, as our guest speaker. 
 

 Previously, Vernon was one of the first reporters for the Gary Post-Tribune. He currently writes a weekly 
 column for The Chicago/Gary Crusader Newspaper. Williams previously served as the first Black Assistant 
 to the Chancellor for Communications at IUPUI and is the former Vice President Communications for Ind- 
 ana Black Expo Inc. 
 

Your business/organization needs to know the history, history makers and rich traditions of the City of Gary. 
Vernon has a career built on journalism, marketing, and education. Hear how business was in Gary and what  

it can become! Mr. Williams can use his experiences to help tell the Gary story. Join Vernon and Chuck in a fireside chat format in 
celebrating Gary’s culture, heritage, and community.   
 

The cost of the luncheon is $25 per person, reserve your seat(s) today. Call the Chamber office (219) 885-7407.  
Payment required in advance. Bring your business cards, networking starts at 11:30 a.m. 

 
 

• LUNCHEON SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE • 
 

        We now accept American Express, Master Card and Visa Credit and Debit cards. 

 

GARY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
FEBRUARY GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON 

                                                    CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Pictures compliments of Cooley’s Video 

 

 

GARY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE STARTS NEW YEAR OFF WITH A BANG! 

JANUARY 2024 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON 

1st General Membership 

Meeting of 2024 

The 22nd Mayor of the City of 

Gary proved to be one of our 

most popular elected mayor in 

many, many years.  
 

Mayor Eddie Melton, the guest 

speaker for our first General 

Membership Meeting/

Luncheon of the year brought 

out some of the regions best 

government officials, business 

representatives and Chamber 

members, all wanting to meet 

Mayor Melton and express 

their desire to work with his 

administration to break down 

barriers and help him carryout 

his agenda for the City.  

Pictured above: Mayor Melton gives keynote 
address at luncheon. Below: Mayor and First La-
dy Crystal Melton accepts a hand made gift from 
the clients of Trade Winds Services. Below right: 
Chuck and Mayor Melton welcomes new member, 
Ashley Tarver, Ideal Luxury Estates, LLC. 

Pictured above: Chuck along with Council-
man Ron Brewer welcomes Chamber members 
from Indianapolis Lion195 Against Trafficking.  
Below: Daniel Vicari, Executive Director, 
Gary/Chicago International Airport and guest 
greet Mayor Melton. 

 



Membership Activities 
 

February 12, 2024 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON    12:00 Noon 
   The Chateau Banquet Center, Merrillville 
 

  February 21, 2024 Economic/Business Development Committee Meeting   9:00 a.m. 

  February 23, 2024 Education Committee Meeting       9:00 a.m. 

  February 26, 2024 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING   11:30 a.m. 

  February 29, 2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING      9:00 a.m. 

►Check out additional pictures from the January 2024 General Membership Meeting/Luncheon on page 3. 
 

►D & K Soul Food Sunday. All you can eat Soul Food Buffet every Sunday. Dine-In buffet only. 11am—6pm, 3669 Broadway, 

Gary. Last seating, 5pm (see flyer). 

►Athena McLaurin, Agent American Family Insurance wants you to start saving today for those who bundle auto and home 

insurance policies. Contact Athena at A.L. McLaurin Agency,  219-844-1218 or amclauri@amfm.com (see flyer).  

►Goodwill Industries of Michiana’s Gary Community Career Center, 4610 W. Ridge Road is offering classes for the month 
of February in Basic Computer Skills, Improving Credit, Mailchimp Information, and Job Search & Interview Workshop.  For 
additional information, dates, and registration call: 219-964-4225 (see flyer). 

►February 12, 2024—Ivy Tech Community College is accepting applications for a ServSafe Class, a 1 day class, at Ivy Tech 
Community College, Room 1053, 3491 Broadway, Gary, IN. Contact Lori Staack, 219-256-7511, lstaack@ivytech.edu for info. 

►February 13, 2024—Oak Street Health & Shear Creations Beauty Academy sponsors of A Seniors Beauty Spa. 12-1:30pm, 
1310 Broadway, Gary. Beauty Tips from the inside out. Free for seniors 60+. Sponsors. RSVP: 219-200-2615 (see flyer). 

►February 14-17, 2024— Tiny’s Coffee Bar presents Valentine’s Days Celebrations. Valentine themed cocktails, coffees and 
desserts. 555 S. Lake St., Gary. Visit: www.TinysCoffeeBar.com (see flyer). 

►February 21, 2024—Mayor’s Breakfast benefitting UNCF. Join Mayor Jerome Prince, 8:30am, Gary Area Career Center, 

1800 E. 35th Ave., Gary. For more information or sponsorships, contact: Indianapolis@UNCF.org. (see flyer). 

►February 23, 2024—The Webb House, Inc. is hosting a Gala Honoring Female Veterans, Avalon Manor, 3550 E. US High-

way 30, Merrillville. Honored guest speakers from around the country. Special entertainment by R&B Singer, Mikki Howard. 
Tickets on sale now. For additional info contact: Robert Farmer webbhouseinc41@gmail.com (see flyer). 

►February 25, 2024-Ivy Tech Community College, College Goal Sunday, 2-4pm. Free FAFSA filing for 2024-2025 academic 
year. 9900 Connecticut Dr. Crown Point, IN. Contact: Divia Carter 219-981-4445, or ivytech.edu/collegegoalsunday (see flyer). 
►March 14, 2024—Urban League of NWI, Diversity & Inclusion Symposium. Registration is now open. For information call: 
Urban League219- 887-9621(see flyer). 

 

CELEBRATE  DIVERSITY: A SALUTE TO BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Chuck Hughes 

President/CEO  

     As we celebrate Black History Month 

and not to diminish the contributions 

of Black Americans every month of the 

year, let’s remember that Black Ameri-

cans as well as all Americans are re-

sponsible for and have contributed to 

what we term, “The American 

Dream.”  

    A THANK YOU to our January 

Luncheon sponsors: Meridian Title 

Co., Haywood and Fleming Asso-

ciates, Gary Game Changers, Our 

BQuest LLC, The Boeing Co., and 

American Kitchen Delights.  

 What’s Up 

 

4.11.24 Introduction of #Civility Counts 

Resolution at State House in Indy. 

SAVE-THE-DATE 

Tiny's Coffee Bar  You Meet  Greet  Network  All At Chamber Business-After-Hours  

 

 

CWI & Computer Skills & Training Center  Ribbon Cutting/Open House 

 

mailto:lstaack@ivytech.edu























