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MICHIGAN CITY INDIANA 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

TO ADDRESS CHAMBER LUNCHEON 
 

     The Gary Chamber of Commerce will hold its February  General Membership Luncheon on 
Monday, February 14, 2022, 12:00 Noon at Hard Rock Casino Council Oak Steak House, 5400 W. 
29tth Avenue, Gary. The featured guest speaker will be Mr. Clarence Hulse, Executive Director of 
the Economic Development Corporation, Michigan City, Indiana.  

     Mr. Hulse leads the EDCMC that works to lure new businesses and strengthen existing ones in 
the community with programs, services and one-on-one assistance aimed at helping customers 
prosper. The EDCMC also works to solve community development issues such as food desserts, 
childcare, neighborhood improvements and housing. Hulse is credited with attracting over $3.5 
billion in capital investment and creating more than 30,000 jobs over the course of his career. 

    Come out and hear how economic development partners with businesses, local government, schools and community groups to 
become successful.  The meeting/luncheon is open to all interested parties. The cost is $25 per person. All reservations must be 
paid in advance. Networking starts at 11:30am. Call the Chamber office (219) 885-7407 to reserve your seat (s) today or email Jan 
Bowden at  jbowden@garychamber.com.  

LUNCHEON SPONSOR—HASSE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

JOIN THE GCC ●  EXERCISE YOUR MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS  ●  JOIN A CHAMBER COMMITTEE  

Member Announcements 
 

 Thank you to the January Corporate Luncheon Sponsor: Notre Dame Federal 
Credit Union, and luncheon sponsors: Meridian Title Company, Fuel 
Media Holdings, and Northwest Indiana Development Corporation.  

 Fresh County Market Plaza located at 25th Avenue & Grant St. Gary, is adding 
2 new 12,000 sq. ft. commercial centers with space for 8 retail stores. Mark Mus-
leh, owner of the property is looking for restaurants and clothing retailers to 
occupy the new retail stores. Mr. Musleh is hoping the buildings will be complet-
ed in 2022. Started in 2021 he has been stymied because of shortages in supplies 
and labor. 

 The Pathways To Employment Program for is a program funded by Center of 
Workforce Innovations & the Northwest Indiana Workforce Board for  

 Out-of-School Youth (age 16-24). Job readiness training, will be provided by 
TradeWinds Services. To determine eligibility and register contact, Pam 
Hord, (219) 802-3096, or phord@tradewindsnwi.org. (see flyer). 

 Comcast RISE—was created to help small businesses owned by people of color 
survive the pandemic and thrive in the future. Comcast RISE has provided over 
$60 million in grants,  marketing and technology services to more than 6,700 
entrepreneurs nationally – and the program just expanded to include all women-
owned small businesses. For more information and to apply visit: 
www.comcastrise.com, or Karen Dale at karen_dale@comcast.com (see 
flyer). 

IT’S TAX TIME 
 
 

    January 24, 2022, the official start of 
the 2022 tax filing season.  
    The Gary Chamber of Commerce has 
members that are here to help with all  
your tax filing needs. 
    Hollis Fullilove of Crain Financial, LLC, 
(219) 501-1001 and Sheleita Miller of 
Gatekeeper Accounting  Services (219) 
301-0427, are certified CPA’s with 
years of accounting experience. 

Give Hollis or Sheleita a call Today! 

  

Angela Curtis (R), Executive Director of 
Sojourner Truth House accepts a 
$25,000 donation from L-R, Matt Schuf-
fert, and  Dawn Reynolds Pettit, of Hard 
Rock Casino Northern Indiana. 

The new host of Lakeshore Public TV’s 
classic movies series “Classic Movies 
Chicagoland” is Mark Spencer, director 
of the Gary Community School Corpo-
ration’s West Side Theater Guild. Mark 
is also owner of MAS Media 7, a film & 
video production company. 

 

 

1st’s for 2022 
 

   The beginning of a 
new year brings 1st 
for the Gary Chamber 
of Commerce.  
   R-L (top) Mayor 
Jerome Prince was 
our featured speaker 
at the 1st Chamber 
luncheon of 2022 
and we also wel-
comed a new mem-
ber, Taryl Bonds of 
Northwest Indiana 
Development Corpo-
ration (NIDC). Bot-
tom center: new 
Chamber Board of 
Director member 
Alexius Barber of 

mailto:jbowden@garychamber.com
http://www.comcastrise.com


 

GARY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE—    UP COMING ACTIVITIES   
504 Broadway, Suite 328,  Gary, IN          

What’s Up Chuck? 
   

February is Black History 
Month and needs to be 
celebrated. However 
Northwest Indiana plays 
its greatest rhapsody 
when all of Northwest 
Indiana is celebrated and 
in complete harmony.  

Together we win! 

                        

                       February 14, 2022   GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON              Noon 

             Hard Rock Casino Council Oak Steak House  /  11:30 am Networking 

 February 16, 2022  Economic/Business Development Committee Meeting     9:00 am 

             Hybrid Meeting: Conducted via Zoom & in person, Chamber office        
 

 February 24, 2022  Executive Committee Meeting  &  Board of Directors Meeting     11:30 am     

              Hybrid Meeting:  Conducted via Zoom & in person, Chamber office               
 

 February 25, 2022 Education Committee Meeting          11:30 am 

               Hybrid Meeting: Conducted via Zoom & in person, Chamber office     
 

                MEMBER EVENTS 
 

 

► Merrillville-based Centier Bank was recognized by the Indiana District Office of the Small Business Administration as one of the state’s 
top small business lenders during a record year for small business lending in the state. Centier was awarded its Silver Award for Community 
Lending and the Third-Party Lender Award. Centier is Indiana’s largest private, family owned bank with locations in 11 counties.  

► WorkOne Northwest Indiana is your partner for success. Free Virtual and In-Person Workshops. Adult Learning Centers enrollment is 
always open that offer: WIOA Adult Re-entry programs, High School Equivalency prep classes, Youth Career Advisors, Job Search tools, and 
priority service for Veterans. For more information or to register, go to www.gotoworkonenw.com or 219.462.2940 ext. 1040. A Center of 

Workforce Innovations Community Connection, www.cwicorp.com/adult-learning-center/. 

► February 4, 2022—Celebrate Black Heritage with the Miller Beach Arts & Creative District. Take a glimpse into the artistic eye of 
four influential regional artists, from February 4 thru March 18. Opening reception 6—8 pm, February 4, Marshall J. Gardner Center for the 
Arts, 540 S. Lake Street, Gary, www.MillerBeach.org. Chamber member Sanovia Reynolds-Parks is one of the featured artist. (see flyer). 
► February 10, 2022—Mayor Jerome Prince, city of Gary will be the guest speaker at the Munster Chamber of Commerce 

monthly luncheon, 11:30am—1:00pm, at The Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster. Contact Karen Mashura at 
219-836-5549 or email info@munsterchamber.org to register for the luncheon.  
► February 19, 2022  – Edgewater Health will be hosting a "Back on Track" event, 11am—2pm, 1100 W. 6th Avenue, Gary. Get kids 
up to date on shots for school and wellness checks. COVID Vaccines and testing available. Learn more at MDwise.org/BackOnTrack or call 
800-356-1204. Registration encouraged by not required at Edgewaterhealth.org or call 219) 885-4264, ext. 4704 (see flyer).  

►February 22, 2022—A Positive Approach To Teen Health (PATH, INC.) “Spark The Dream, Ignite The Future” Reception, County 
Line Orchard, 200 S. County Line Road, Hobart, Indiana, 6-8 pm. Celebrate the great work being done throughout the region by PATH, Inc. 
Register for your FREE ticket at (219) 254-2678, or info@positiveteenhealth.org (see flyer). 

► NIPSCO’s Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) partners with participating local agencies in each county to help those strug-
gling financially with their energy bill. NIPSCO will help those find and apply for the energy assistance needed. For more information  visit; 
NIPSCO.COM/AssistancePrograms or call: 1-800-464-7726.  
 

 

 

Congressman Frank J. Mrvan  

Visits Gary Chamber of Commerce 
 

    The Gary Chamber of Commerce its 
economic/business development com-
mittee, city of Gary official and communi-
ty members, hosted a mobile tour with 
First District Congressman Frank J. Mrvan 
as the guest. The group visited several 
Gary businesses which are either in the 
process of full functionality or are on the 
precipice of creating jobs and opportuni-
ties for people in Gary and the Greater 
Northwest Indiana community.  
     At each stop the group got to witness 
firsthand some of the amazing things 
happening in the district.   
     The businesses visited by the group: 
Smart Dog Technology, owner Milton 
Thaxton, Jr., 1085 Broadway, 1st Floor, 
Gary East Side Community Development 
Corp. (GESDC), Dr. Marlon Mitchell, Pres-
ident, 308 E. 21st Avenue, and the old 
Salvation Army Building, 1351 W. 11th 
Avenue also owned by GESCDC. 
 

ӾӾӾ 

Congratulations to Donna Golob, Executive Direc-
tor of A Positive Approach to Teen Health (PATH), 
on being awarded the 2021 Indiana Youth Institute 
D. Susan Wisely Youth Worker of the Year award for 
her work with teens throughout northwest Indiana. 
For more information about PATH, 5997 Carlson 
Avenue, Portage visit: www.positiveteenhealth.org.  

PATH, Inc. a Chamber Member since 2013 
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