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 PRESIDENT & CO-FOUNDER  
FOR GLOBAL BUSINESSES TO ADDRESS 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON         

The Gary Chamber of Commerce will hold its Monthly General Membership Meeting/
Luncheon on Monday, March 13, 2023, 12:00 Noon at The Chateau Banquets, 530 W. 61st Ave-
nue, Merrillville, IN. Join the Chamber as we welcome Colin Renk, President & Co-Founder The 
International Center, Indiana-Germany Business Council as our guest speaker. 

 

Mr. Renk leads The International Center’s programs and services department which includes 
intercultural workshops, trainings, and relocation services for Global Businesses. Prior to join-
ing The Center in May 2022, Renk served as executive director of the America China Society of 
Indiana for nearly a decade which facilitated bilateral business connections between Indiana 
and China.  

 

You are invited to hear how international trade and connections can benefit your business.  
  

    The cost of the luncheon is $25 per person. Call the Chamber office (219) 885-7407 to  
reserve your seat(s) today. Payment required in advance. 

 

• LUNCHEON SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE • 

GARY CHAMBER CELEBRATED BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Door prize: Portrait of M.L. 

King, Jr. hand painted by 

the clients of Trade Winds 

(L): Greeted by Mayor Prince were new Chamber mem-

bers in attendance: (l-r) Travis Williams, Indiana/

Kentucky/Ohio Council of Carpenters Union: Sandra 

Johnson, Sandra’s Much Love Agency: Becky Mateja, 

Robin Sobomehin, Robin’s Social Coaching & Credit Re-

pair: Kim Britton, of KJS Enterprise.  

 

The Gary Chamber’s February General Meeting/Luncheon was honored to celebrate Black History  

Month with guest speaker Mr. Girard Jenkins, VP of Operations for McKissack & McKissack of Chica-

go. McKissack & McKissack, is one of the nation's leading black-and woman-owned architecture, engi-

neering and construction (AEC) companies. The luncheon guests were treated to little known City of 

Gary Black History facts. Pictured left with Jerome Nelson & Mayor Prince are: Ambra McCain-Roby 

holding a picture of her mother Claudia Nava McCain, the 1st Black City of Gary Clerk, John Roby 

holding a picture of his grandfather Wardell Fields, being the 1st Black city of Gary Policeman, and 

(center) Chuck Hughes is presented a certificate for being the 1st Black Play-by-Play Announcer and 

Sports Program Director for WWCA-Gary Radio, and (left) Fred Mitchell, Gary Tolleston High School 

grad was the 1st Black Sports Reporter for the Chicago Tribune Newspaper,  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Girard Jenkins 



 

GARY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE — UP COMING ACTIVITIES   
  

 March 13, 2023  GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON       12:00 Noon  
    The Chateau Banquets, 530 W. 61st Avenue, Merrillville 
 

 March 15, 2023  Economic/Business Development Committee Meeting          9:00 a.m.  
  

 March 17, 2023  ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
 
 

 March 23, 2023 BUSINESS-AFTER-HOURS  / PAUL DAWNING, STATE FARM INSURANCE 
    5001 Cleveland Street, Gary  5:30-7:30 p.m.  
 
 

 March 24, 2023 Education Committee Meeting            11:00 a.m.       

 March 27, 2023     EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING              11:30 a.m.   
 

Member Activities—Flyers Attached   

►Neighborhood Transportation offered by HealthVisions Midwest. Need a Ride? Seniors and veterans are offered needed 
transportation to appointments, grocery shopping and more. Reach out to eashford@hvusa.org or 219-844-2698 ext. 120 at 
HealthVisions Midwest for information. 
 

►Edgewater Health is offering a FREE 6-week program  where community health workers communicate and provide infor-
mation about blood pressure, body mass index, low sodium diet, healthy diets and more. All classes take place on Tuesday’s at 
Edgewater Health, 10:30 am, at 1100 6th Avenue, Gary. Info call Sandra Campos, 219-885-4264 ext. 2808. 
 

►March  2, 2023 –  2023 Community Engagement Series with Mayor Jerome A. Prince. Community Open House Gary City Hall, 
401 Broadway, 3:00-5:30pm, and the Public Safety Town Hall Meeting, Gary Police Station, 555 Polk St., 6:00-7:00pm. On 
March 30, 2023, Small Business Town Hall Meeting, Gary Public Library, 220 W. 5th Ave., 6:00-7:00pm. 
 

►March 21, 2023 – Bridging the Gap in a Diverse World. This FREE Expo will bring students and businesses together to talk 
about how we can bridge the gap with needs of the new-age workers. Thomas Edison Junior Senior HS, 3304 Parkside Ave., 
Lake Station. Breakfast & lunch provided. RSVP’s are required. Call Latin Media 219.940.8552. 
 

►March 23, 2023 -- Gary Chamber Business-After-Hours with Paul Dawning of State Farm Insurance. Enjoy networking, 
games, door prizes, and just plain fun, 5:30-7:30pm, 5001 Cleveland Street, Gary. RSVP on Eventbrite, Paul 219-884-6947 or 
Jan 219-885-7407. 
 

►March 23, 2023 – Vision Quest Consulting & Panorama Entertainment News presents the annual NWI Talent Show and Battle 
of Municipalities, 7-8:30pm, 1851 Front Street, Whiting, IN. Vendors, participants, and tickets are available. Call Panorama 219-
464-9237 or Becky Mateja 219-921-4584 for information.  

► SAVE-THE-DATES ► 

• May 1, 2023—Legacy Foundation Small Business Education Course Scholarships( deadline).  

• May 13, 2023—Gary Community Partnership Black Tie Gala Fundraiser “Changemakers Awards”. 

• June 17, 2023—4th District Neighborhood Association: Old School Juneteenth R&B and Blues Festival. 
 

 

BUSINESS-AFTER-HOURS  RETURNING YOUTH INITIATIVE 

 

Business-After-Hours 
Networking Events are 
held monthly. You can spot-
light your business at your 
facility or a facility of choice. 
Get to know your fellow 
Chamber members as well as 
members of the entire busi-
ness community in a relaxed 

and fun filled atmosphere. Inter-
ested? Contact Chamber Ambassa-
dor Adrian Wells 404-592-7345 or 
Jan 219-885-7407 to schedule your 
BAH today.  Pictured: Returning 
Youth Initiative BAH held at The 
Beach Café, 903 Shelby St., Gary 
on 2/16/23. 

Community Civility Counts will host World Civility Day on April 6, 2023. Join us for the largest 

Civility event of its kind in the country. It will feature a full day of Civility themed activities begin-

ning with Civility themed workshops at the Dean and Barbara White Center covering a variety of 

topics. The evening event at the Avalon Manor will feature prominent speakers, dignitaries and  

a host of others, including an awards celebration. Sponsorships available.  

For tickets, sponsorship and awards dinner information call the Chamber office: 219.885.7407. 

 






















