
Annual Lakeshore Classic Corporate Luncheon 
Tuesday, November 21, 2023 

Signature Luncheon Sponsorship - $5,000.00     
Luncheon Sponsorships - $1,000.00                                    

Table of 6 - $300.00                                                       
 Individual luncheon tickets $50.00                             

Also Available—Lakeshore Classic  Game Sponsorships  

October 2023 

Volume 10, Issue 10 

 

Lifeline 
“CONNECTING BUSINESSES TO THEIR CUSTOMERS” 

Please visit us @www.garychamber.com and catch a lifeline... 

WNDU TV—NBC AFFILIATE 
NEWS DIRECTOR  

CHAMBER LUNCHEON SPEAKER 
 

The Gary Chamber of Commerce will hold 
its’ monthly General Membership Lunch-
eon on Monday, October 9, 2023, 12:00 
noon at The Chateau Banquets, 530 W. 
61st Avenue, Merrillville. 

The Chamber would like to welcome Mr. 
Gary C. Wordlaw, News Director at WNDU—TV & Digital NBC of South 
Bend, Indiana as our guest speaker.  

Mr. Wordlaw will identify how WNDU can help the Business Communi-
ty in the city of Gary and all of Northwest Indiana. As a veteran station 
executive, he has worked for many of the nation’s largest local television 
markets and can easily see how it can be done. 
The cost of the luncheon is $25 per person reserved reservations. Pay-
ment is required in advance. Call the Chamber office (219) 885-7407 to 
reserve your seat(s) today!      

 

SAVE-THE-DATES: FRI/SAT November 21-24/25 
 

15TH ANNUAL LAKESHORE CLASSIC  
 

Boys & Girls Indiana & Illinois Basketball Teams  
November 21— Corporate Classic Luncheon  

  November 24-25— Lakeshore Classic Basketball Games   
● Game Schedules TBA ●                    

 
Chuck and Jason Knowles (middle) welcomes new 

members to the Chamber: (l-r) Kevin Feldman, Catholic 

Charities Diocese Of Gary; Giovanni Dawning, College 

Hunks, and Chivvon Bonilla, 2 Girls & Cocktails. The 

September luncheon sponsor: Fuel Media Holdings. 

 

Luncheon Salutes 9/11  
 

In honor of 9/11, our luncheon guest speaker, 
Jason Knowles of ABC 7 News Chicago (above 
left) helped the Chamber honor the city of Gary’s 
First Responders (middle l-r); Police Chief  
Anthony Titus, Deputy Chief James Bond, Fire 
Chief Mark Terry and Chuck Hughes, at our 
September luncheon.  
 

Guests look forward to our famous luncheon door 
prizes. One out of town guest, Eric Lindsey of 
DWEST Associates (left) was our $100 gas card 
winner. That’s more than enough to make sure he 
gets back home ! 

 

 

Bring Your Business Cards—Networking Starts at 11:30 am. 



 

 

October 9, 2023  GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON 
The Chateau Banquets       12:00 Noon 

October 18, 2023 Economic/Business Development Committee Meeting 
Gary Chamber of Commerce      9:00 a.m.  

October 23, 2023 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  
Gary Chamber Conference Room        11:30 a.m. 

October 26, 2023               BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
                  Gary Chamber of Commerce   9:00 a.m.  
October 27, 2023 Education Committee Meeting 
  Gary Chamber of Commerce 11:00 a.m. 
 

►Congratulations to Anthony Santucci, vice president of production at Lakeshore Public Media and his team for winning the 
national Public Media Award from the National Educational Telecommunication Association in the performing arts category.  
►Monica Rubio of Old National Bank has been promoted to the new community lending market executive of NWI and Chica-
go’s southwest suburbs. Monica Rubio. Monica has over 25 years of experience in banking. She most recently served as Vice Presi-
dent, Community Market Manager for Old National Bank.        
►One way you can help improve healthcare in our community is by sharing your feedback. Porter-Starke Services, including 
Marram Health Center, invites you to participate in a survey as part of their 2023 Community Health Needs Assessment. Share 
your insights about specific health needs at the local level. Your responses will help align the behavioral and physical healthcare ser-
vices to best meet the community’s needs. Contact Jodi Ortiz Director, 219-806-3000 ext. 3001 or Scan the QR code displayed on 
the attached flyer.  
►Congratulations to Reverend Anthony Titus who recently was appointed Province Chaplain of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. 
Brother Titus is currently the Vice Polemarch of the Gary Alumni Chapter. Brother Titus is also the newly appointed Chief of Police 
for the City of Gary. 
►Gary Historical & Cultural Society preparing an exhibit to honor NWI Veterans the months of October and November. Submit 
your veteran family members & friends photos to:  http://www.ghcsinc.weebly.com or call: (219) 680-7215 (see attached flyer).  
►October 4, 2023—2 Girls & Cocktails Wednesday Night Flights@ Bel, 5:00-9:00pm, 4966 Broadway, Gary (see attached flyer). 
►October 12, 2023—YWCA of Northwest Indiana: Circle of Friends Gala, an annual event of Women Empowerment and community 
service. Guest host: Hosea Sanders of ABC7 Chicago. 6:00pm at Hard Rock Casino Northern Indiana (see attached flyer). 
►October 13, 2023—Catholic Charities Diocese of Gary: An event benefiting thousands of families and individuals in NWI served by 
Catholic Charities (see attached flyer). 
►October 18, 2023 – Goodwill Industries annual signature event “Little Black Dress”, 4pm to 7pm, Avalon Manor Banquet Center. 
Visit: www.goodwillevents.org for additional information (see attached flyer). 
►October 23, 2023—Indiana University Northwest 2nd Annual Student to Employer Monster Networking Night. Meet (and 
hire!) some amazing new Business student talent from IUN’s School of Business and Economics, to help fill your positions:  part-time; 
full-time; internships; and volunteer opportunities!! Anderson Library Conference Center, 5:30-7:30pm, 3400 Broadway, Gary. 
RSVP now: https://iu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0jRcHh5KqfpX8sm or call: 219-980-6644 (see flyer). 
►October 24, 2023—Lakeshore Public Media premiers 8pm, "The American Buffalo" a spirit of a people, a story of resilience. A 
film by Ken Burns. A live screening at Broken Wagon Bison Farm, FRI/SAT OCT 20/21. For addition information 219-756-5656. 
►October 25, 2023—Urban League of NWI hosts 11th Annual Diversity & Inclusion Awards Luncheon, Avalon Manor, Merrill-
ville. Keynote speaker: Magistrate Erika C. Stallworth, LaPort Circuit Court. For information call: (219) 887-9621. 
►October 26, 2023—Brown Skin Coffee is the location for Gary Chamber of Commerce October FREE Business After Hours. 
5:30-7:30pm, 1921 W. 25th Ave. Suite 5E, Gary. This is a great networking, connecting and conversation event for you to promote 
your business. Register on Eventbrite, Brown Skin Coffee (219) 281-2155 or Chamber office: (219) 885-7407 (see flyer). 
►October 26, 2023—Allies for Community Business (A4CB) Toast to Community Business: A short program that spotlights A4CB 
Client, Tigist Reda, Chef & Owner, Demera Ethiopian Restaurant in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood 5:30-8:30pm (see attached flyer). 
 
 

    What’s time is it Chuck? 

     

Chuck Hughes 

President/CEO 

  The first three quar-
ters of our Gary 
Chamber year has 
been incredible net-
working and engage-
ment. You members 
and supporters 
should be extremely 
proud of yourselves.               
As we embark upon 

Catholic Charities Business-After-Hours 

National 

Breast    

Cancer 

Awareness 

Month 

Get Your 

Screening 

Today  

Kevin Feldman, Director of Development Catholic Charities Diocese of 
Gary hosted a Business-After-Hours (BAH) on September 21 at their 
Women’s Care Center, 6919 Indianapolis Blvd, Hammond. A Gary Cham-
ber BAH gives a perfect opportunity for professionals to engage in produc-
tive conversations, build relationships, and learn from others. The combi-
nation of diverse attendees, engaging activities, and ample networking 
opportunities makes this event a must attend for anyone looking to con-
nect with like-minded professionals and grow their business or career.   
Call 219.885.7407 to schedule yours today.  

Gary Chamber of Commerce - October Calendar of Events & Member Activities   
 Additonal Flyers Attached    

this final quarter of the year that encom-
passes the holiday season, let’s continue 
our efforts to support our member and 
community businesses. Be mindful that we 
are stronger together.  

http://www.ghcsinc.weebly.com/
https://iu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0jRcHh5KqfpX8sm








Sip Sav o r Suppo rt October 13, 2023 — Food and Wine 

Will Meet Their Match! 

An extraordinary event benefiting thousands of  families and individuals in Northwest Indiana served by Catholic Charities. 

6:30 pm, Trinity Banquet Hall • 640 N. Calumet Rd. • Chesterton, IN 46304  □  MUST BE 21 TO ATTEND. 

Join us for this most delicious and memorable   

dinner and wine pairing experience. While treating 

your palate to the best in food and wine, guests will 

expand their knowledge as Sommelier Patrick 

Cullars shares some background on the wine       

selections that pair well with the dinner and dessert. 

'Sip Savor Support' also includes a live and silent 

auction featuring the auctioneering talents of  Brian 

Mcdaniel. All proceeds from the event support the 

Catholic Charities programs and services that    

benefit our Northwest Indiana Neighbors in need.   

Sponsors for the event will be admired by up to 240 guests. 

Please see opportunities & benefits on reverse side. 

Purchase your tickets/sponsorships now  

using your smartphone TEXT: 2023savor 

to 76278, or visit 2023Savor.givesmart.com 

$90 per guest for an       

unforgettable evening.       

Get your tickets now… 

using your smartphone 

TEXT: 2023savor to 

76278, or visit              

2023Savor.givesmart.com. 



This is your last chance to support Lakeshore Public Media and the programs you love 

before we close the books on our fiscal year. Make your gift now! Call (219) 756-5656 

or visit: www.lakeshorepublicmedia.org.  

Support Lakeshore Public Media  

https://lakeshorepublicmedia.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d41ed306f3709856c31ba986&id=7e3d1911d1&e=fc22c32960


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18 th

Avalon Manor Banquet Center, Merrillville, Indiana

4pm to 7pm CST

4pm Boutique Opens  •   5:30pm Dinner & Fashion Show  •   Boutique Reopens Following  Show

PREMIER PARTNERSHIP   $7,500

•  Logo on Event Website and  Soc ia l Med ia

•  Logo fea tured  on Pre-Event Sc reen Presenta tion

•  10 Tic kets 

•  Logo on All Signage

•  Stage Rec ognition

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP   $5,000

•  Logo on Event Website and  Soc ia l Med ia

•  Logo fea tured  on Pre-Event Sc reen Presenta tion

•  10 Tic kets 

•  Logo on All Signage

PLATINUM SPONSORSHIP   $3,000

•  Logo fea tured  on Pre-Event Sc reen Presenta tion

•  5 Tic kets

•  Logo on All Signage

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS: $75 each

NEED SOMETHING CUSTOM?  Call 574.472.7300 ext.7649 or ema il LBD@Goodwill-NI.org

www.GoodwillEvents.org

The Little Black Dress event supports Goodwill Industries of Michiana’s programs 

to strengthen our communities with education, training and job placement. 







 







You’re invited to A4CB’s Toast to Community Business! 
  

We hope you can join us for A4CB’s Toast to Community Business on October 26th!  

 

We are excited to share that Toast’s short program will feature inspiring words from award-winning chef 

and A4CB client, Tigist Reda. Born in Tigray, Ethiopia, Tigist learned the secrets of traditional Ethiopian 

cuisine at a young age. In 2007, Tigist opened Demera Ethiopian Restaurant in Chicago’s Uptown neigh-

borhood and recently opened a second location in Time Out Market in Chicago’s Fulton Market. 

 

By purchasing your ticket for Toast to Community Business today, you support A4CB’s work with local 

entrepreneurs, like Tigist, who are creating jobs and economic growth in their neighborhoods.  







New Experiences 

Members from the Portage & South Haven Clubs had the chance to go canoeing, a first for 
many of the members. Events like this are only possible from gifts likes yours. 

We Hit Our Goal! 
Thank you to everyone who made a gift during Return to Learn! 

We raised a total of $138,753! 
Our members can now follow their passions while learning about new ones because your 

gift allows us to purchase the tools we need to help build great futures. 


